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Disclaimer
• Elevate Youth California (EYC) is a program of the California 

Department of Health Care Services (DHCS) funded through 
Proposition 64 California Cannabis Tax Fund, Allocation 3, 
YEPEITA. Sierra Health Foundation: Center for Health Program 
Management (The Center) is contracted to support the 
implementation of EYC. This statewide program provides 
funding and technical assistance for organizations that are 
developing or increasing community substance use disorder 
(SUD) prevention, outreach, and education focused on youth.
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Land and Labor Acknowledgement



Purpose
Equip Prevention Professionals with 
knowledge and tools to engage in policy 
advocacy ethically and effectively



  

      

    

      
   

       
   

Learning Objectives 
• Define 

• the role of Prevention Professionals in ethical and effective policy 
advocacy 

• Key differences between advocacy and lobbying 

• Develop understanding of the need to advocate for policies 
supporting mental health substance use prevention and social equity. 

• Apply strategies to build effective coalitions, engage policymakers 
and action steps in policy efforts. 



Let’s hear from you!

• What organization do you 
represent and what is your role?

• Who is someone that comes to 
mind when you think of an 
“advocate” and why?

• What is one word to describe that 
person?



Advocacy vs. Lobbying
Advocacy: Raising awareness, coalition-building, 
education.

Lobbying: Direct influence on policy decisions.

Key legal and ethical distinctions.



What does advocacy 
mean to you in your 

professional role?



The Role of 
Prevention 
Professionals 
in 
Policy 
Change in Policy Change

Using expertise to inform decision-
makers.

Promoting evidence-based policies.

Engaging communities in systemic 
change.

Using advocacy tools effectively.



What policy issue in your 
community would you 

like to impact?



Ethical 
Considerations 
in Policy 
Advocacy

Transparency and integrity in 
advocacy efforts.

Avoiding conflicts of interest.

Respecting diverse perspectives 
and lived experiences.



How do ethical 
considerations influence 

your advocacy work?



Building Effective Coalitions

Collaboration with stakeholders.

Engaging community members in 
advocacy efforts.

Leveraging existing networks for 
impact.



What organizations or 
groups are vital to 
collaborate with?



Strategies for Engaging 
Policymakers

DEVELOPING 
COMPELLING MESSAGES

USING DATA AND 
STORYTELLING

CREATING POLICY 
BRIEFS AND TESTIMONY



What strategies have 
worked for you when 
engaging decision- 

makers?



Action 
Planning and 

Next Steps

Setting advocacy goals.

Identifying next steps in policy 
efforts.

Continuing the conversation.



Questions? 
Comments?
Discussion?



Thank You!

Look for the follow-up communication after today’s session!

Can I get a copy of the presentation that was used for this event? 
A copy of the presentation will be sent in the follow-up email for today’s 
session. You can expect this email within two (2) business days.

Can I get a copy of the recording for this event? 
The recording of this session will be sent in the follow-up email, if the event 
was recorded. 



Your feedback is important to us!

We need to hear from you to keep bringing you these FREE resources! 

Your completion of the survey is a very important part of our quality control and to our future funding for 
this project, as it allows us to continue to provide you with resources and training at no-cost. In addition, it 
allows us continually improve our services and provide the information and resources you are needing in the 
field. 

If you could please take a few minutes to let us know your thoughts, it would be greatly appreciated. You 
have three (3) ways to access the survey. The link will be put into the chat box, it will automatically pop up in 
your browser when the webinar ends, and it will also be provided in the follow-up email sent after the 
session. You are also welcome to provide feedback directly by emailing EYCtrainings@cars-rp.org. 

Please take a few minutes to complete the survey! 
Your time and feedback are greatly appreciated and valued!

mailto:EYCtrainings@cars-rp.org


Thank You!
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